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TECHNOLOGY IN AFTERSCHOOL

To live, learn, and work successfully in an increasingly complex and information-rich society,
today's students must be able to use technology effectively and think creatively. Afterschool
programs are ideal for introducing exciting technology-enriched activities that promote learning,
communication, and life skills.

PRINCIPLES OF QUALITY TECHNOLOGY ACTIVITIES IN AFTERSCHOOL SETTINGS

These guiding principles can help you plan, implement, and assess your technology efforts in your

afterschool program. Afterschool technology-enriched activities should:

o facilitate learning, communication, creativity, and self-expression;

o promote student-centered activities where the students become involved in determining
the course of their own learning;

o motivate and engage students in authentic, real-world, relevant activities;

o promote opportunities for communication and collaboration in project-based and
inquiry-based activities;

o support activities that promote problem-solving and higher-order thinking skills;

o support different learning styles; and

o be safe, operational, and accessible to all

STANDARDS

That is, technology use needs to be "intentional" and not "unsupervised play." We encourage you
to consider both technology standards and relevant Oregon State content standards as a resource
and inspiration for your lesson planning. These standards are not focused specifically on the
afterschool setting but they do offer ideas and context that can support afterschool planning.
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Oregon After School for Kids is a collaboration of public and private organizations and community members which
seek to address common issues and concerns across all out-of-school time services - child care, recreation, education
and youth development. OregonASK’s mission is to tsupport, expand and advocate for quality out-of-school time
programs and activities for children, youth, and families throughout Oregon.
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