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PRINCIPLES OF QUALITY AFTERSCHOOL SCIENCE

The most effective afterschool science programs incorporate the following eight principles. Quality 
afterschool science programs and enrichment:
  are for all students;
  are intentional and standards-based;
  are active, interesting, and relevant to students;
  reflect current research and practices;
  are age-level appropriate;
  integrate skills from different subjects;
  incorporate staff training in science teaching; and
  are based on ongoing assessment of student needs and progress.

The best afterschool science programs provide instructors with professional development learning 
experiences to better understand and teach science through inquiry.

Research shows that children excel when they are in a safe and respectful environment that 
honors the culture, race, and ability of all students. Visual displays, texts, and other materials 
should represent the children in the class, and portray men and women from a variety of cultures 
in science careers.

Safety is always a consideration for any science program, and afterschool science is no exception.
Always begin by connecting with the school-day teacher to learn more about specific grade-level 
skills and standards in science. Every state has science standards that school-day teachers and 
afterschool staff should be familiar with. For more information on each state's science standards, 
see the Resources section.
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Oregon After School for Kids is a collaboration of public and private organizations and community members which 
seek to address common issues and concerns across all out-of-school time services - child care, recreation, education 
and youth development. OregonASK’s mission is to tsupport, expand and advocate for quality out-of-school time 
programs and activities for children, youth, and families throughout Oregon.
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