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Mathematics in Afterschool Continued

Key Idea #3: Emphasize Working Together

Small-group work is a powerful way to support problem solving and math learning. When students
are seated in groups of two, three, or four they are encouraged to collaborate; they can face each
other when they talk and see each other's work. Having students work together ensures that they
all contribute and participate in the small-group tasks. The role of the instructor is to facilitate
learning, ask good questions, guide thinking around strategies, and help students understand that
there is more than one way to approach a math problem.

Afterschool programs can increase student achievement and the desire to learn by combining
social and academic enrichment. When students work together to discuss concepts, compare
ideas, justify methods, and articulate thinking, they become motivated to learn mathematics.
Research indicates that working together to solve problems often supports higher levels of
performance than working independently.

Standards

We encourage you to consider math standards as a resource and inspiration for your lesson
planning. These standards are not focused specifically on the afterschool setting, but they do offer
ideas and context that can support afterschool planning. Here is a link to Oregon’s state
standards.
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