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LITERACY IN AFTERSCHOOL

WHY IS LITERACY IMPORTANT?

Literacy includes speaking, listening, reading, and writing—the essential communication skills
students need to succeed, both in school and the world beyond. Students gain confidence as they
build competence in communication and critical thinking.

Early elementary students engage in speaking, listening, and writing activities to build
fundamental reading skills. Upper elementary students use their literacy skills to learn. They solve
math problems, conduct science projects, and explore the social sciences. Without fundamental
literacy skills, students will struggle throughout their school years.

KEY ELEMENTS FOR AFTERSCHOOL LITERACY PLANNING

Research indicates that afterschool literacy activities benefit students most when staff:
o target texts and integrate skills;
o identify standards, assess needs, and define goals;

Oregon has established standards for literacy instruction at various grade levels, targeting skills
and content to improve academic outcomes. Observing student needs and consulting with
school-day teachers will help you understand the state standards and identify appropriate
learning goals for your student population. To see state standards for English Language Arts, go
to http://edstandards.org/standards.html#state.

o incorporate real-world activities;

o consider student choice, grade, age, and skills;

o assess student progress;

Frequent informal assessment—when staff and students share feedback about progress—will lead
to growth in literacy skills. Establish learning goals that address student needs. Use journals,
rubrics, displays, performances, and informal notes to frame positive discussions about how
students use different learning strategies; how instructors can encourage positive risk-taking;
what skills and strengths students are developing; and in which areas they can improve.
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