
oregonask.org | 2611 Pringle Road SE Salem, Oregon 97302 | (503) 540-4481

WHAT RESEARCH SAYS ABOUT FAMILY ENGAGEMENT IN AFTERSCHOOL

  Family engagement is a crucial component of a successful afterschool program.  
  Family engagement makes a difference not only for the program but for the children and

    youth involved.  
  Family engagement means looking for ways to encourage families to get involved in any way

    that they can.  It also means working as a team to support children and youth through
    difficult times, successful outcomes and everything in between

PRINCIPLES OF EFFECTIVENESS FOR ENGAGING FAMILIES IN AFTERSCHOOL

  Focus on families’ assets
  Consider the concerns and needs of the families and children served, in addition to one’s own

    programmatic needs and mission.
  Solicit family feedback on current programming and implement their ideas for new

    programming.
  Communicate frequently and in positive ways.
  Provide leadership opportunities for parents in order to build community.
  Designate a staff member who has, as part of his or her duties, responsibility for engaging

    families in the program.
  Hire staff with family engagement experience.
  Hire staff who share parents’ perspectives and backgrounds.
  Foster professional development through a network of after school programs committed to

    family engagement
  Collaborate with local organizations to boost family engagement.
  Act as a liaison between families and schools.
  Help parents develop skills to advocate for themselves and their children at school.
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Oregon After School for Kids is a collaboration of public and private organizations and community members which 
seek to address common issues and concerns across all out-of-school time services - child care, recreation, education 
and youth development. OregonASK’s mission is to tsupport, expand and advocate for quality out-of-school time 
programs and activities for children, youth, and families throughout Oregon.

OregonASK
STATEWIDE         AFTERSCHOOL NETWORK


