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ARTS IN AFTERSCHOOL

WHAT RESEARCH SAYS ABOUT THE ARTS IN AFTERSCHOOL
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The arts develop the mind by giving it opportunities to learn to think in special ways.
The arts play an important social function in the expression of culture, past or present.
The arts have the potential to build self-confidence in ways that may increase students'
interest in other academic areas.

The skills learned through the arts are transferable to other areas of life.

The arts make us feel alive.
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PRINCIPLES OF QUALITY AFTERSCHOOL ARTS

The most effective arts programs incorporate the following principles in their
activities and work with students. These programs:

are intentional and standards based;

are age-appropriate and engage students' interests;

develop skills and vocabulary;

are taught by trained staff or in partnership with an artist or arts organization;
make time and space available for sustained, real-world, hands-on work;
make connections to other subjects;

utilize a process of creating, presenting, and reflecting;

include public demonstrations of work that engage families and community;
are supported by ongoing planning, assessment, and resource development.
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Be sure to connect with school-day teachers to find out what skills students are learning, and how
to build on them. Familiarize yourself with the National Standards in the Arts, identify learning
goals, and set short- and long-term program goals. You can start here through this link to your
state standards
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Oregon After School for Kids is a collaboration of public and private organizations and community members which
seek to address common issues and concerns across all out-of-school time services - child care, recreation, education
and youth development. OregonASK’s mission is to tsupport, expand and advocate for quality out-of-school time
programs and activities for children, youth, and families throughout Oregon.
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